The liocs of weakness or cut lines 10 define four projec- 
tions 14, 16, 18 and 20 which extend away from the hinge 
line 12 and which in use will be positioned between a user's 
toes. The cut line 10 may be continuous, as shown, or 
intermittent so that bridges are formed between the projec- ^ 
tions 14, 16, 18 and 20 and the surrounding sole material. 
These bridges may assist in keeping the projections in their 
flat position until needed, and they should be suflBciently 
weak so that they can be easily broken when the toe dividing 
member 8 is pushed into its operative position. 

The hinge line 12 facilitates the movement of the toe 
dividing member 8 into an operative position. As can be seen 
from FIG. 2, the hinge line 12 is most conveniently formed 
by providing a cut 22 on the undersuxface of the sole, the cut 
not extending completely through the thigjgif^ of the sole 
4 so as to leave a hinge of sole material 24 of reduced ^' 
thickness. This will allow the toe dividing member more 
easily to pivot into position and will also reduce the ten- 
dency of the toe divkliag member to return into the plane of 
the sole due to the resOience of the sole material. 

In an alternative cmbodinoent, the hii^e may be formed ^ 
by crimping the sole mateiial preferably at elevated tem- 
perature so as k>ca]ly to reduce the thickness of the sole 
material. Such an arrangement is shown schematically in 
FIG. 2A. The crimp may be on just one side of the sole or 
on both, as shown. ^ 

The rear portion 26 of the sole 4 comprises a strap 28. The 
strap 28 is defined by a generally U-shaped line of weakness 
of cut line 30 which extends generally parallel to the outline 
of the sole 4. The ends of the strap 28 are hinged to the sole 
4 by hinges 32, 34. The hinges 32, 34 may be defined by a 
part depth cut fonned on the undecsurface of the sole 4. 
These hinges 32^4 thus operate in the same manner as the 
hinge 12 of the toe dividing member 8. The strap may be 
connected to the sole by bridges of material 60 shown in 
FIG. 1 so that the strap can be adjusted in length by breaking 
only the requisite number of brklgcs 60 when releasing the 
strap- The hinges 32, 34 will then be formed at the first intact 
bridge 60. This will allow the strap to be adapted to the 
user's foot size. 
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Use of the sandal of the invention will now l>e described. 
The sandal 2 will initially t)e in a completely flat sUte, and 
when it is desired to position the sandal 2 on the foot, a user 
merely needs to push the toe dividing member 8 up out of 
the sole by pressing on the undexside of the projections 14, 
16, 18 and 20 to bring the toe dividing member 8 into a 
generally vertical orientation, as shown in FIG. 3. At the 
same time, the strap 28 is released and rotated in the 
direction of arrow 36 to a position generally as shown in 
FIG. 3. Auser may then insert their foot through the strap 28 ^ 
and insert their toes into the spaces 40, 42 and 44 defined 
between the projections. The projections 14, 16, 18 and 20 
will then separate the user's toes sudi that the likelihood of 
damage to nail polish applied is minimised. As the projec- 
tions are of the same material as the sole, they are cushioned "^^ 
and flexible, allowing the toes to be inserted easily and well 
supported in comfort. 

The user's toes will be supported by the material of the 
sole 4 in the front portion 6, namely the sole around the sides 
of the toe dividing member S and also the projecting pans ^ 
50, 52 and 54 in the sole whidi arc left when the toe dividing 
member 8 is erected. 

Although the toe dividltig member will to some extent 
retain the sandal on a user's foot, this is asssted by the strap 
28 which engages over the mid region of the user's foot. 65 

A user may then walk around with comfort and at the 
same time protect the pedicure. 



It will be clear that the above described embodiment has" 
a number of advantages. The sandal is one-piece, thereby 
avoiding the need for expensive assembly. For example, the 
sandal may be very easily manufactured by cutting the 
appropriate shape from a sheet of material. The sandals may 
be stored in a very space efficient manner due to their 
flatness, making them extremely easy to store. For example, 
a pair of sandals might only have a Uiickness of 10-20 mm. 

Furthermore, because the sandal is manu&ctured in one 
piece it is relatively inexpensive to manufacture and if 
desired, may be discarded after use. 

It will be appreciated that the above-described embodi- 
ment is exemplary only and that various modifications may 
be made to that embodiment without departing from the 
spirit and scope of the invention. For example, the shape of 
the sole may be different to that shown in the embodiment 
and it may be patterned or otherwise adorned. It may formed 
from a different material to foam rubber. Also, the particular 
shape of the toe dividing member may be different and rather 
than being one integral divider the projections may be 
provided as individually hinged members. 

Furthermore, the strap may be provided in another loca- 
tion and shaped so that it does not necessarily need to engage 
with the mid region of the foot but could, for example, be 
placed over the heel of the foot. 

Also whilst the strap and toe dividing means have been 
shown as having a formed hinge, the resilience of the sole 
material itself may obviate the need for such, and the 
material itself may act as a hinge- 
Also, whilst the sandal has been described for use as a 
pedicure aid, it may have broader application. 
What is claimed is: 

1. A pedicure sandal comprising: 
a generally planar sole; and 

toe dividing means defined within said sole, said toe 
dividing means t)ciag formed integrally with said sole 
while being movable from a first position in which the 
toe dividing means is coplanar with the sole and a 
second position in which the toe dividing means is 
arranged out of a plane of the sole for engagement with 
toes of a user, while still being attached to the sole, said 
toe dividing meais having a proximal end attached to 
said sole in said second position and a distal end, 
wherein said toe dividing means constitutes a unitary 
body inchidiDg a plurality of formations for insertirag 
between toes, and wherein the distal end of said toe 
dividing means is spaced from a front edge of the sole. 

2. The pedicure sandal as claimed in claim 1 wherein the 
sole is made from a flexible material. 

3. The pedicure sandal as claimed in claim 1 wherein the 
sole is formed from a cushioning material. 

4. The pedicure sandal as claimed in claim 1 wherein said 
sandal is of a one-piece construction and the said toe 
dividing means is defined by one or more lines of weakness 
provided in the sole. 

5. The pedicure sandal as claimed in claim 4 wherein said 
lines of weakness comprise cuts formed in the sole. 

6. The pedicure sandal as claimed in claim 5 wherein said 
cuts extend completely through the sole. 

7. The pedicure sandal as claimed in claim 1 wherein said 
toe dividing meaiK is hingedly connected to the sole by 
hinge means. 

8. The pedicure sandal as claimed in claim 7 wherein said 
hinge means is formed by a section of the sole material at the 
proximal end of the toe dividing means. 

9. The pedicure sandal as claimed in claim 8 wherein the 
sole has a thickness which is locally reduced to form the 
hinge means. 
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10. The pedicure sandal as claimed in claim 1 further 
comprising: a strap for use in securing the sandal on a foot 
of a user. 

U. The pedicure sandal as claimed in daim 10 wherein 
said strap is defined firom the sole by lines of weakness. 

12. The pedicure sandal as claimed in daim 11 wherein 
said strap is defined in a peripheral region around a rear 
portion of the sandaL 

13. A one piece pedicure sandal comprising: 

a planar sole member having a front edge and a rear edge; 
and 

toe dividing means, defined within a plane of said sole, 
having a distal end and a proximal end, with the 
proximal end being hingedly connected to said sole 
member, said toe dividing means defining a unitary 
iKjdy bavii^ a plurality of formations for insertion 
between toes of a user at the distal end, wherein the 
distal end of said toe dividing means is spaced from the 
fi-ont ed^e of the sole member. 

14. The one piece pedicure sandal as claimed in <daim 13 
wherein said toe dividing means is defined by cut lines 
provided in the sole member. 

15. The one piece pedicure sandal as claimed in daim 14 
wherein said sole member further comprises strap mpans 
defined by cut lines provided in the sole member. 

16. The one piece pedicure sandal as claimed in claim 15 
wherein said strap means is defined around a rear edge of the 
sole member. 

17. A one piece pedicure sandal comprising: 

a planar, flexible sole member having a front edgp and a 
rear edge; and 



a toe engaging member integrally formed with said sole 
member, said toe engaging member constituting a 
imitary tx>dy including a proximal cod, a distal end and 
a plurality of formations defined between the proximal 

5 aiKl distal ends for insertion between adjacent toes of a 

user, the toe engaging member being attadied to the 
sole member by a binge formed across the proximal 
end such that the toe engaging member is pivotable out 
of a plane of the sole member into an operative position 

^0 for engagement with toes of a user, the distal end of 
said toe dividing means being qiaoed firom the fiont 
edge of the sole. 

18. A one piece pedicure sandal comprising: 
a planar sole made from a flexible, cushioning material, 

said sole having a thickness and a firout edge; and 
toe dividing means defined within a plane of said sole, 
said toe dividing means including a proximal end, a 
distal end and a plurality of formations for engagement 
between toes of a user, said toe dividing means being 
attadied to the sole at the proximal end and beii^ 
defined by one or more cut extending completely 
through the thickaess of the sole allowing the toe 
dividing means to be moved out of a plane of the sole 
^ for engagement with Iocs of a user, and wherein the 
distal end of said toe dividing means is spaced from the 
front edge of the sole. 

19. The one piece pedicure sandal as claimed in daim 18 
further comprising: strap means formed in the sole for 
assisting in retakiing the sandal on a foot of a user. 

♦ * * * * 
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20. A pedicure sandal comprising: 
a generally planar sole: and 

toe dividing means defined within said sole, said toe dividing means being 
formed integrally with said sole while being movable from a first position in which 
the toe dividing means is coplanar with the sole and a second position in which the toe 
dividing means is arranged out of a plane of the sole for engagement with toes of a 
user, while still being attached to the sole, said toe dividing means havmg one or more 
proximal ends attached to said sole and one or more distal ends, wherein said toe 
dividing means constitutes a plurality of dividers for inserting between toes, and 
wherein the distal end of each of the plurality of dividers is spaced fi-om a firont edge 
of the sole, 

21. The pedicure sandal as claimed in claim 20 wherein the sole is made from a 
flexible material. 

22. The pedicure sandal as claimed in claim 20 wherein the sole is formed from a 
cushioning material. 

23. The pedicure sandal as claimed in claim 20 wherein said sandal is of a one- 
piece construction and the said toe dividing means is defined by one or more lines of 
weakness provided in the sole. 

24. The pedicure sandal as claimed in claim 23 wherein said lines of weakness 
comprise cuts formed in the sole. 

25. The pedicure sandal as claimed in claim 24 wherein said cuts extend 
completely through the sole. 

26. The pedicure sandal as claimed in claim 20 wherein each of the plurality of 
dividers of said toe dividing means is hingedlv connected to the sole by hinge means. 

27. The pedicure sandal as claimed in claim 26 wherein said hinge means is 
fomied by one or more sections of the sole material at the proximal end of a 
respective one of the plurality of dividers of said toe dividing means. 
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28. The pedicure sandal as claimed in claim 27 wherein the sole has a thickness 
which is locally reduced to form the hinge means. 

29. The pedicure sandal as claimed in claim 20 further comprising: a strap for use 
in securing the sandal on a foot of a user. 

30. The pedicure sandal as claimed in claim 29 wherein said strap is defined from 
the sole by lines of weakness. 

31. The pedicure sandal as claimed in claim 30 wherein said strap is defined in a 
peripheral region around a rear portion of the sandal. 

32. The pedicure sandal as claimed in claim 20 wherein each of the plurality of 
dividersis separately formed in the sole. 

33. A one piece pedicure sandal comprising: 

a planar sole member having a front edge and a rear edge: and 
toe dividing means defined within a plane of said sole, said toe dividing means 
including a plurality of formations for insertion between toes of a user, each of said 
plurality of formations having a distal end and a proximal end, wherein the proximal 
end of each of the plurality of formations is hingedly connected to said sole member 
and the distal end is spaced from the front edge of the sole member. 

34. The one piece pedicure sandal as claimed in claim 33 wherein said toe 
dividing means is defined by cut lines provided in the sole member. 

35. The one piece pedicure sandal as claimed in claim 34 wherein said sole 
member further comprises strap means defined by cut lines provided in the sole 
member. 

36. The one piece pedicure sandal as claimed in claim 35 wherein said strap 
means is defined around a rear edge of the sole member. 
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37. A one piece pedicure sandal comprising: 

a planar, flexible sole member having a front edge and a rear edge: and 
a plurality of spaced toe engaging members integrally formed with said sole 
member for insertion between adjacent toes of a user, each of said toe engaging 
members including a proximal end and a distal end, with each of the toe engaging 
members being attached to the sole member by a hinge formed across a respective 
said proximal end such that each of said toe engaging members is pivotable out of a 
plane of the sole member into an operative position for engagement with one or more 
toes of a usen while a respective said distal end of each of the toe engaging members 
is spaced fcom the front edge of the sole, 

38- A one piece pedicure sandal comprising: 

a planar sole made from a flexible, cushioning material, said sole having a 
thickness and a front edge: and 

a plurality of discrete toe divider members for engagement between toes of a 
user, each of said plurality of discrete toe divider members being formed from a 
portion of the sole, attached to the sole at a proximal end, defined by one or more cuts 
extending completely through the thickness of the sole so as to be movable out of a 
plane of the sole for engagement with a toe of a usen and spaced at a distal end 
thereof from the front edge of the sole. 

39. The one piece pedicure sandal as claimed in claim 39 ftuther comprising: 
strap means formed in the sole for assisting in retaining the sandal on a foot of a user. 
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